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The new laws on education and those facilitating changes in the Constitution of
Japan that have been passed recently have given rise to concern among many people,
not only in Japan, but in many countries around the world. People fear that freedom



of speech and of religious expression will be undermined, and the renunciation of war
which for many people is enshrined in the Japanese Constitution, and which for many
people is a symbol of their hopes and prayers that human beings will not resort to
violence to settle conflicts, will be replaced by something less important for the
benefit of humanity. You have mad very clear statements on the principle of the
separation of Church and State, the value of Article Nine not only for Japan but for
other countries also, and the importance of working for peace.

These are indeed laudable and courageous statements. [ wish to take this
opportunity to assure you of my support for these statements, and for your endeavors
to preserve the peace and social harmony which has enabled the Church to flourish,
and Japan to prosper during the past fifty or more years. Many people are looking for
clear direction and courageous leadership at this time, and [ am sure your recent
statements will be very welcome by all those concerned about the future of Japan and
peace in the world.
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